














Navigating the Property “Tax Cap” and Proper@X™

by Tracy Levee, Business Administrator

Every January marks the beginning of the ensuing school year
budget preparation season, which consists of thoughtful discussions,
planning, and communication in regards to the Districts financial
plans. During this time period, the District will be presenting various
portions of our budget at each Board of Education Meeting until the
public budget vote on Tuesday, May 19, 2015.

In addition, the District will be holding a Budget Forum on March
21,2015 at 10 a.m. in the Thomas Preston Media Center. I would
strongly encourage all residents to attend these presentations as they
are becoming increasingly more important in providing transparency
and communicating valuable information in regards to the District’s
current budget and long range fiscal planning.

When developing the budget the District has to take into account
many factors, including calculating the share of revenue provided
through the local tax levy. During the past few years, New York State
has implemented two widely discussed property tax initiatives, the
Property Tax Freeze Credit and the Property Tax Cap. These tax pro-
grams may significantly affect property home owners’ tax rates and the
school district’s ability to generate much needed revenue to maintain
programming. Residents are becoming increasing aware of these initia-
tives; however, due to the complex nature of the legislation and often
incomplete or inaccurate guidance provided from State Officials, they
are often misunderstood by most taxpayers.

In an effort to clarify and provide reliable information, as it exists
currently, I have addressed the most commonly asked questions and/or
misconceptions regarding the Property Tax Cap and the Property Tax
Freeze Credit.

What is the Property Tax Cap and how is it
calculated?

A Although you may frequently hear talk of a “2 percent
property tax cap,” in actuality each school district is required
to calculate a tax levy limit, that is set by law, utilizing an
8-step formula to determine their individual tax levy limit.
This calculation takes into account the growth in the local tax
base (if any) and the rate of inflation (currently 1.46%) or 2%
(whichever is lower).

Districts can also utilize certain “exemptions” from the tax
levy limit calculation that allows the school to add back these
exclusions, which would result in allowing a district to propose
a tax levy greater than the amount set by the “tax cap” or the
often reported two percent. Some of these exclusions include:
capital expenditures, increases over two percent for state-
mandated pension contribution rates, and certain court orders
and judgments.

In addition, districts are allowed to utilize “carryover” or
unused tax levy from previous years. The carryover amount
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is determined by subtracting the actual
current year total tax levy from the
calculated current-year tax levy limit
(before exclusions), however, it can be
no greater than 1.5 percent of the prior
years tax levy limit.

In the 2014-15 school year budget,

Geneseo had approximately $148,083 or 1.5% of the previous
year’s tax levy available, that was utilized to determine the

tax levy limit of 3.42%. The tax levy limit for 15-16 will be
calculated during the upcoming budget cycle and will be
discussed at our public Board of Education meetings in the near
future.

What is the Property Tax Freeze Credit?

Q The Property Tax Freeze Credit is a two year tax relief
program that will reimburse qualifying New York state
homeowners for increases in local property taxes on their
primary residences only.

The credit amount is determined by calculating the greater of:
(1) the actual increase in the homeowner’s tax bill, or, (2) the
previous years tax bill multiplied by an inflation factor (the
lesser of 2% or inflation). For 2014 the inflation factor for school
districts was 1.46%.

@ In order for homeowners to qualify they must:

be eligible for the School Tax Relief (STAR) property tax
exemption; and

* livein a school district that adopts a budget that does not
exceed the tax levy limit (calculated as described above);
and develops and implements an Efficiency Plan to reduce
costs by consolidating services that is deemed compliant by
the New York State Division of Budget.

Why did my taxes increase if there was a “tax
freeze?”

The tax freeze will reimburse the homeowner for the
increase in your tax payment with a check mailed separately.
These payments will be mailed out by December 31, 2014. You
will still be responsible for paying your entire tax bill when it is
mailed to you.

If you have questions regarding the calculation of your tax credit,
please contact the Department of Taxation and Finance (518) 457-5181
as they are available to assist you. The School District cannot provide you
with information regarding the amount of your individual tax credit.

If you have any additional questions then please feel free to contact
me via e-mail tracylevee@geneseocsd.org or by phone at (585) 243-
3450, ext. 2219.



Communicating Excellence to the Communit 7D

GCS First Quarter Honor Roll

The following students made the Honor Roll at Geneseo Central School in the first marking period of the 2014-2015 school year. High Honor
students earned a GPA of 92 or more; Honor students earned a GPA or 87 or more.

12th Grade HONOR 9th Grade Matthew Kreher Emma Pacheco
Tyresa Adams Alexander Kruger Lydia Payne
HIGH HONOR Skye Lynn Boughton HIGH HONOR Anna Lamb Isaac Post
Abigail Anderson Daniel Cannon Paul Allen Jordan Lambert Noah Reilly
Andrew Anderson Jonathon Dalheim Aot g Camden Malone Ethan Rider
Gina Belfiore Jessica Holtfoth Chloe Beyer Abby Maloney Isabella Robertson
Hanna Case Tucker Lyons e B Blaze McKinney Molly Robinson
Mallory Crane Noell Maloco Arifa Dar Heidi Phelps Hannah Steinhauer
Bronte Croteau Thomas Marshall Caxilea Gt Jenna Phillips Megan Stout
Ashley Felix Camiren Mehlenbacher Sareelh ikl Oliyia Rac'lesi Isabe'lle Thomas
Samantha Hammond Devin Mix Carrie Hathaway ) Erin Rollins Eu1s Wernfer
Phoebe Hartvigsen Jack Oakes Alexis Jubert Connor Sanchez Madison Whitney
Brittani Jopson Anthony Rutigliano Daniel Kaye Alyssa Vazquez HONOR
Travis Koschara _ Kaitlyn Keihl HONOR Lilyian Bow
Kelly Lynch 10th Grade Brigid Kelly Jordan Aho * Sha};na Brady
Megan Mikolajczyk HIGH HONOR Chloe Kernan Jareth Boughton Caroline Chan
I]{am;solnNM(l')lralrll Theresa Bennett . TiemeYla’Ogls Christine Branigan Ryan Clark
achael Nicholls rancesca McClure i A
Mikaeli Robinson Kyra Burgess Gillian O'Brien O[iﬁzigg{]l:f lﬂycelr? gl(')irﬂx;flz
Michayla Salatel Jessie Chen Amanda Ortiz Emm:. it i
a Gurney Luke Harris
Kyle Scoville ]ami Clarke John Rutigliano Jacob Hamilton Erin-Leigh Hoffman
Mikayla Walton I;sjl CCriran: Abigail Salvaggio Nicholas Hammond Keith Lehman
HONOR Farah ng; Ca.ssi'dy Schild Kenneth Haywood Owen Lyons
Robert Abbott Joshua DeBell Christian Werner Madeline Headley Kylie Mehlenbacher
Michael Aten IT Erin Gambino HONOR Lindsey LaWall Liam Miskell
Ryan Bailey Jessica Harris Kelly Bailey Ashley Mackey 'Alyssa Neus
Jessica Bono Zoe Harvey Renvibe Brder Teegag Mendel Brianna Northrop
Matthew Brothers Kyle Hochbrueckner Madison Bugbee Abigail Me-yer Brandon Shea
Jacob Fuller Garrison Hunt Megan Bugbee Ella Mullin Autumn Strong
Makenna Gagnier Lydia Johnson Cole Flint Victoria Perez Marley Weber
Sierra Haddad Briana Lamb Russell Harvey Jessica Ruskauff Cody Winslow
Tristin Hagen Brian Linton Liam Kincaid Emma Vitello Sabrina Young
Joshua Hamilton Spencer Malone Jacob Laidlaw Theresa Zingerella-Andrews 6th Grade
Kevin Herlihy Alison Meyers Stefanie Ledwith
ok 7th Grade
Hailey Hopper Natalie Peraino Nichole Mix HIGH HONOR
Samuel Johnson Dustin Rider Emily Price .
Connor Keihl Matthew Robinson Tanairi Santiago Diaz I-l\illf}f: eﬁ(];?s(z)ti{ ]oi?tl}iljla l;\aruflr;tt
Joshua LaFever Joshua Ruskauff Madison Scoville Annice Chen e b
Sierra Leach Bailey Steinhauer Katherine Thomas Jackson Chiara A del?ne Cag o
James Lukaszonas Joshua Welch Jason Valentine Hailey Cole . ChanIl)er
Robert Lukaszonas HONOR Carson Wachholder P Y ary s han
. . arker Cole Mia Cicoria-Timm
Michael Macauley o Sartori Weber
Peter Maloco Raymond Chiulli Leyah Dauber Amber Clarke
Adam Miller Evan Cohen-Doty 8th Grade Ionthan Edmunds Gary Converse
Blake Phelps Elizabeth Congdon Brian Ehr'nann ]2.1C'0b French
Kayla Piedmonte Steven Donnelly HIGH HONOR Sarah Gielen 0.11V1a Qulesano
Caroline Ragan Samarys Gomez Mallorie Allan Isabel Granger Fa_l't_h Hainsworth
Mary Rutigliano Macy Marlowe Russell Brownell Claute Halsped Nlcbol?s Jopson
Jack Tabak Michael May Chase Burgess Justin Harris A?Jlga.ll Kreher
Daniel Teall Thomas May Matthew Capel Brenna Henderson Nicholas Lamb
Emily Watkins Alex Miller vt ClastTimm. Stella Hildebrant Ainsley Lyox}s
Naomi Nuttall JilialQlarke Sarah Huynh Rachelle Main
11th Grade Maria Palmer Alaina Dalheim Sarah Janson Alexander McLean
Katrina Phillips T Hiken Daniel Kelly Lainey Scoville
HIGH HONOR Emma Post Reste Fantauzzo Meredith Kennedy Matthew Stout
Kurt Callaghan Cylke Hunter Radesi G. Jackson Gagnier Trgvor I_(incaid Qlivia Videtti
Trevor Frazier Jack Ryan Craee BEfiswailh C'h'ara Klngstop Michael Walton
Jacqueline Frost Alexa Salatel Sarah Hammond Llllal?a Loughl.m HONOR
Conner Guldenschuh Douglas Schlenker Bk ISl Maria Loughhr} Bradley Adams
Brandon Gulesano Emily Slade Abigail Helms Jared MacKenzie Zachary Bzduch
Evan Halstead Casey Vattimo Benjamin Herman Joshua Matthews Brookey Conner
Autumn Ippolito Peter Vitello Emma Janson Max Neiderbach Michael Hathaway
Sean Kelly Mitchell Walton Alyssa Kingston Keven Haywood
Eric Leary Sarah Watkins Jacob Meyer
Finn Robertson
Amabella Sykes
Hope Tallon
Marissa Weaver

Adam Wright
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Genocide Survivor Speaks To ngh School

Daniel Trust (center) is pictured with high school teachers (left to right) Paul Hazard, Tara DeVay,

Michael Thayer, and high school counselor Suzanne Perry.

Daniel Trust, a genocide survivor, gave a memorable talk to high school students in October

as he shared his amazing story of overcoming obstacles and achieving his dream.

Mr. Trust told of how he witnessed the death of his mother when he was five-years-old,
and lost his father and two sisters during the 1994 Rwandan Genocide. He shared his story of
survival and how he managed to eventually escape at age 15 to the United States. He arrived
without knowing how to speak English, but through hard work and a positive attitude eventu-

ally graduated high school and college.

Now a public motivational speaker, he says he wants students “to appreciate the lifestyle and
opportunities they have here in America. Many of us take things for granted, especially the op-

portunity to learn and grow (education)”

All-State Musicians

Percussionist Cal Cylke and tubist Josh DeBell
were selected to perform in the Senior High
Area All-State Band at the All-State music
festival which was held November 21 and

22 at Webster Schroeder Hzgh School.
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AP Scholars continued...

Qualification for the AP Scholarship is
earned by completing three or more AP
Exams with scores of 3 or higher. GCS’ six
AP Scholars are Gina Belfiore, Makenzee
Cohoon, Mallory Crane, Phoebe Hartvigsen,
Haley Moran, and Michayla Salatel.

Through 34 different college-level courses
and exams, AP provides academically
prepared students with the opportunity to
earn college credit or advanced placement
and stand out in the college admission
process. Each exam is developed by a
committee of college and university faculty
and AP teachers, ensuring that AP Exams
are aligned with the same high standards
expected by colleges at some of the nation’s
leading liberal arts and research institutions.
Most four-year colleges in the United States
provide credit and/or advanced placement
for qualifying exam scores.

The College Board is a mission-driven
not-for-profit organization that connects
students to college success and opportunity.
Founded in 1900, the College Board
was created to expand access to higher
education.

Members of the Middle School Science Club are shown in the
courtyard hanging birdfeeders they made on the “cheep.” The do-it-
yourself birdfeeders were constructed out of recycled plastic bottles,

pipe cleaners and twine.

Pictured (left to right) are: Maryelee Diaz, Meredith Kennedy, Stella Hildebrant, Liam Miskell,
SarahHuynh, Isaiah Chisom, Elycia Gomez, Parker Cole, Alyssa Neus, Sarah Gielen,

Leyah Dauber, and Luke Harris. Other students who helped with the project were

Jackson Chiara, Laysha Hail-Miskell, Michael McCaughey, Logan McLean, Lydia Payne, and
Olivia Radessi.




